
Reference No.:    41KN27A2984 
Innovat ion:     ‘NP77’  –  An improved black pepper var iety  

Category:     Agr icu l ture /  P lant  breeding/  New var ie ty 

Name of  the innovator:   Shr i  R G Hegade 

Address:     Gol lakye,  Bal iku l i ,  Golagode (p) ,   

S iddapura(T) ,  PIN -  581 355 

Ph:  0838 – 231325 (pp)  

  
The Innovat ion:  

Ear l ier  the farmer  breeder  was cu l t ivat ing the loca l  var ie t ies  o f  pepper  that  are ava i lab le  

in  the market .  He had observed that  some of  the farmers f rom h is  reg ion used to  go and 

br ing seeds f rom Kera la  as wel l .  The yie ld  o f  these loca l  var ie t ies  that  were under  

cu l t ivat ion was very less,  whi le ,  expendi ture incurred on the i r  cu l t ivat ion and management  

was much h igher  resu l t ing in  drast ic  eros ion of  prof i t .  Shr i  R.  G.  Hegade had a pr ior  

knowledge and had observed that  the wi ld  pepper  types had comparat ive ly b igger  s ize 

f ru i ts .  Based on th is  background in format ion and h is  exper ience wi th  cu l t ivat ing var ious 

types of  loca l  var ie t ies ,  the farmer  thought  o f  develop ing a new var ie ty that  is  a  b lend of  

the wi ld  pepper  and Kar imal l igesara  (a lso known as Kala-Jasmine) ,  a  b lack pepper  var ie ty 

cu l t ivated in  the reg ion.  

 

Procedure adopted to develop var iety:  
Shr i  Hegade se lected some hardy wi ld  pepper  p lants  wi th  bo ld  seed s ize and then used i t  

in  develop ing a new p lant  type by graf t ing i t  wi th  Kar imal l igesara  pepper  var ie ty.  The 

p lants  produced through graf t ing showed res is tant  to  pests  and d iseases outbreak and 

a lso y ie lded 30% more dry seed weight  as compared to  ord inary var ie t ies  or  loca l ly 

popular  var ie t ies .  

 

I t  took four  years  for  the development  o f  the new p lant  type (var ie ty) .  The seeds of  graf ted 

and se lected p lants  were bo ld  and dark  b lack in  co lour  wi th  h igh pungency.  The p lants  

showed res is tance against  qu ick  wi l t  and root  ro t  in  the next  generat ion.  These p lants  

were repor ted to  f lower  in  June and f ru i t ing occurs  in  the month o f  August .  The f ru i ts  f rom 

the p lants  get  matured by the month o f  Apr i l -May.   

 
Features of  the new  var iety 
Quant i tat ive characters 
1.  High and ear ly y ie ld ing appox.  30 % h igher  y ie ld  then the loca l ly popular  var ie t ies  in  

the reg ion.  

2 .  H igher  dry pepper  weight  (5  -  6  kg)  as compared to  commerc ia l ly cu l t ivated var ie t ies  

(3  -  4  kg) .  

Qual i tat ive characters 

3.  Res is tant  to  qu ick  wi l t  and root  ro t  

4 .  Dark  b lack in  co lour  and thus has good market  as compared to  dark  brown pepper  

 



Stabi l i ty and di f fusion status:  

The farmer  is  us ing th is  var ie ty developed by h im for  the past  four  years  and the 

per formance of  the var ie ty has  been repor ted to  be s tab le  over  years .  Current ly,  he has 

suppl ied the mater ia l  to  twenty farmers in  h is  reg ion and a l l  o f  them are a lso cu l t ivat ing 

the var ie ty.   

 

Recognit ion & aw ards:   

Dharwad Kr ish i  V ishwa Vidhyalaya has apprec ia ted the ef for ts  o f  Shr i  R.G.  Hegade for  

conservat ion of  o ld  land races and development  o f  var ie ty.  

 
Background:  

Mr.  Hegade is  graduate and s ix ty-one year-o ld .  H is  main occupat ion is  agr icu l ture .  



Comparison of  farmers developed var iety to commercial ly cul t ivated var iety 
 

Character  Innovators  variety  
‘NP 77’  

Mr.  K.  T.  Vargese 
‘Kampukkal’  

Mr.  Abraham 
Mathew 

‘Kadukumakkal’  

Most  popular variety  
of  the region -  

Panniyur 
Sowing distance (cm)  8 feet   8  10 6  feet  spacing  
Days to  50-  per cent  
f lowering 

One year    One year  Two years  Two years    

Days to  fruit  development 
from f lowering 

8 months   8  8  8  months   

Spikes   6   5-6  5-6  4    
Number of  berries  /spike  100-120 200 100-120 70-90 
Dry pepper yie ld per plant  4-  5  Kg  4-6  3  –  3 .5  2-3   
Disease resistance/Control  
(%) 

Resis tant  to  Quick wil t  
& foot  ro t    

Resis tant  to  Quick 
wil t  & foot  ro t    

Resis tant  to  
Quick wil t  & foot  
ro t    

Suscept ib le  to  Quick 
wil t  & foot  ro t    

Drought  res istance/f lood 
tolerance 

Drought  res is tant   -  -  -  



 


